
4 XVI Agricultural Science Congress & ASC Expo - 2023

Programme Schedule 

Transformation of Agri-Food Systems for
Achieving Sustainable Development Goals

Sl. 
No.

Theme Area Theme Convenor
No. of 
Sessions

1 Theme 1 Ensuring Food & Nutritional Security: 
Production, Consumption and Value
Addition

Dr. M.S. Bamji 3

2 Theme 2 Climate Action for Sustainable Agri-food 
Systems

Dr. P.K. Agrawal &
Dr. Anniill K. Singh,, NAAS

1

3 Theme 3 Frontier Science and Emerging Genetic 
Technologies: Genome Breeding, Gene
Editing

Prof. K.C. Bansal 3

4 Theme 4 Livestock Sector Transformation for Food 
Security

Dr. K.M. Bujarbaruah &
Dr. Triveni Dutt

2

5 Theme 5 Horticulture-based Transformation of Food 
Systems

Dr. S.K. Singh 4

6 Theme 6 Aquaculture & Fisheries-based 
Transformation of Food Systems

Dr. J.K. Jena 3

7 Theme 7: Nature-based Solutions for Sustainable
Agri-food Systems

Dr. Anil K. Singh,, NAAS 3

8 Theme 8 Next Generation Technologies: Digital 
Agriculture, Precision Farming and AI-
based Systems

Dr. Rajender Prasad 2

9 Theme 9 Role of Policies and Institutions in 
Transforming Agri-food System

Dr. P.K. Joshi 3

10 Theme 10 International Partnership for Research, 
Education and Development

Prof. Rajeev K. Varshney 1

Themes & Theme Convenors
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TThheemmeess  &&  TThheess  &&  TThheemmee  CCoonnvveennoorr  
CCoonnvveennoorrss  

Theme and Session-wise 
Theme 1: Ensuring Food & Nutritional Security: 
Production, Consumption and Value Addition 

Theme Convenor 
Dr. M.S. Bamji 
INSA Emeritus Scientist &  
Former Director-Grade Scientist,  
ICMR-NIN, Hyderabad 

  Date: 11 October 2023 
Time: 13.45 - 15.45 hrs. 

Venue: Sini 2 

Technical Session 1 (Theme 1-TS-1) 

Problem of Malnutrition in India 
Session Coordinator: Dr. R. Narayana Kumar, Principal Scientist, ICAR-CMFRI 

Co-Chair II 
Dr. P. Geervani  
Pro Chancellor, Chinmaya Vishwa Vidyapeeth 

Co-Chair I 
Dr. Kamala Krishnaswamy 
Former Director, ICMR - NIN 
Rapporteur I 
Dr. Shoji Joseph, ICAR-CMFRI 

Rapporteur II  
Dr. Saima Rehman, ICAR-CMFRI 

Speaker Topics Duration 

Dr. R. Hemalatha 
Director, ICMR-NIN, Hyderabad 
Email: rhemalathanin@gmail.com 

Keynote Lecture  
Dietary Guidelines for Indians, and 
What Indians Eat 

30 min 

Dr. Sridevi Annapurna Singh 
Director, CSIR-CFTRI, Mysuru 
Email: sridevi@cftri.res.in 

Invited Lecture 
Food processing to combat 
malnutrition in India 

20 min 

Dr. G. Bhanuprakash Reddy 
Biochemistry Division ICMR-
NIN, Hyderabad Email: 
geereddy@yahoo.com 

Invited Lecture 
Nutraceuticals In Foods and Health 

20 min 

Invited Lecture (Recorded) 
Addressing Dual Burden of 
Malnutrition: Role of Food Systems 

20 min Dr. Bharati Kulkarni 
Indian Council of Medical Research 
V Ramalingaswamy Bhawan, Ansari Nagar 
New Delhi 
Email: kulkarni.bharati@icmr.gov.in 
dr.bharatikulkarni@gmail.com  
Discussion 15 min 
Co-Chairs’ Remarks 5 min 

Detailed Programme 
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Date: 11 October 2023 
Time: 10.45 -12.45 hrs. 

Venue: Sini 2 

Technical Session 2 (Theme 1-TS-2) 

Farm and Food-based Strategies for Combating 
Hidden Hunger 
Session Coordinator: Dr. M.K. Verma, Director, CITH, Srinagar 

Co-Chair I 
Dr. V. Prakash
Former Director, CSIR-CFTRI 

Co-Chair II 
Dr. Ramesh Bhat 
Deputy Director, ICMR-NIN, 
Hyderabad, Telangana 

Rapporteur II 
Dr. Jeena N.S. 
ICAR-CMFRI 

Rapporteur I 
Dr. Anulekshmi Chellappan 
ICAR-CMFRI 
Speaker  Topics          Duration 

Dr. K. Madhavan Nair  
Former Head of Micronutrient Research and 
Scientist-F 
ICMR-NIN, Hyderabad 
Email: nairthayil@gmail.com 

Keynote Lecture 
Pharmaceutical Approach and 
Food Fortification for Combating 
Micronutrient Deficiencies 

30 min 

Dr. Siddharth Tiwari 
Scientist-E, DBT, National Agri-Food 
Biotechnology Institute (NABI) 
Mohali, Punjab 
Email: siddharth@nabi.res.in 

Invited Lecture 
Biofortification to combat hidden 
hunger 

20 min 

Dr. G.N. Hariharan 
Executive Director 
M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation 
Chennai 
Email: gnhariharan@mssrf.res.in 

Invited Lecture 
Food based approaches and the 
role of women in alleviating 
malnutrition 

20 min 

Dr. Subba Rao M. Gavaravarapu 
Scientist F & Head, Nutrition Information 
Communication & Health Education (NICHE) 
Division 
ICMR-NIN, Hyderabad 
Email: subbarao.gm@icmr.gov.in 

Invited Lecture 
Nutrition Communication in 
India: From Rhetoric to Reality 

20 min 

Discussion 15 min 

Co-Chairs’ Remarks 5 min 
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Date: 11 October 2023
Time: 16.30 -18.30 hrs.

Venue: Sini 2

Technical Session 3 (Theme 1-TS-3)

Resource Efficient and 
Environment Friendly Production of Pulses 
Session Coordinator: Dr.. Kajal Chakraborthy, Principal Scientist & Head, ICAR-CMFRI 

Co-Chair II
Dr. Anil K. Singh
Principal Scientist
ICAR-NIPB
New Delhi

Co-Chair I  
Dr. Anupam Varma 
INSA Emeritus Scientist, Advanced   
Centre for Plant Virology, 

ICAR-IARI, New Delhi 
Rapporteur I 
Dr. Jayasree Loka, ICAR-CMFRI

Rapporteur II
Dr. Krishna Sukumaran, ICAR-CMFRI

Speaker Topics Duration

Dr. P.K. Joshi
Former Director
South Asia International Food Policy Research
Institute
Email: pkj.in@outlook.com

Keynote Lecture
Demand for and Supply of Agri-food 
Commodities in India

30 min

Dr. Sanjeev Gupta
ADG (OP), ICAR

Invited Lecture
Millets and Pulses

20 min

Prof. (Dr.) Ng. Iboyaima Singh
Dean, College of Food Technology
Central Agricultural University
Imphal

Invited Lecture
Impact of Climatic Changes on Food 
Safety and Nutrition

20 min

Dr. Ashish Kumar Singh
Joint Director (Academic) & 
Dean, ICAR-NDRI
Karnal

Invited Lecture
Dairy Foods: Catalytic Tool in Achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals

20 min

Discussion 15 min

Co-Chairs’ Remarks 5 min
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Date: 11 October 2023 
Time: 13.45 -15.45 hrs. 

Venue: Sini 2

Technical Session 2 (Theme 1-TS-2)

Farm and Food-based Strategies for Combating
Hidden Hunger
Session Coordinator: Dr. M.K. Verma, Director, CITH, Srinagar

Co-Chair I
Dr. V. Prakash
Former Director, CSIR-CFTRI

Co-Chair II 
Dr. Ramesh Bhat 
Deputy Director, ICMR-NIN,
Hydeabad, Telangana

Rapporteur I
Dr. Anulekshmi Chellapan
ICAR-CMFRI

Rapporteur II
Dr. Jeena N.S.
ICAR-CMFRI

Speaker Topics Duration

Dr. K. Madhavan Nair
Former Head of Micronutrient Research and 
Scientist-F
ICMR-NIN, Hyderabad
Email: nairthayil@gmail.com

Keynote Lecture
Pharmaceutical Approach and 
Food Fortification for Combating 
Micronutrient Deficiencies

30 min

Dr. Siddharth Tiwari
Scientist-E, DBT, National Agri-Food 
Biotechnology Institute (NABI)
Mohali, Punjab
Email: siddharth@nabi.res.in

Invited Lecture
Biofortification to combat hidden
hunger

20 min

Dr. G.N. Hariharan
Executive Director
M.S. Swaminathan Research Foundation
Chennai
Email: gnhariharan@mssrf.res.in

Invited Lecture
Food based approaches and the
role of women in alleviating 
malnutrition

20 min

Dr. Subba Rao M. Gavaravarapu
Scientist F & Head, Nutrition Information
Communication & Health Education (NICHE)
Division
ICMR-NIN, Hyderabad
Email: subbarao.gm@icmr.gov.in

Invited Lecture
Nutrition Communication in 
India: From Rhetoric to Reality 

20 min

Discussion 15 min

Co-Chairs’ Remarks 5 min
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Date: 11 October 2023 
Time: 16.30 -18.30 hrs. 

Venue: Sini 2 

  Technical Session 3 (Theme 1-TS-3) 

 Resource Efficient and  
 Environment Friendly Food Production 
 Session Coordinator: Dr.. Kajal Chakraborty, Principal Scientist & Head, ICAR-CMFRI 

Co-Chair II 
Dr. Anil K. Singh 
Principal Scientist 
ICAR-NIPB 
New Delhi 

Co-Chair I  
Dr. Anupam Varma 
INSA Emeritus Scientist, Advanced   
Centre for Plant Virology, 

ICAR-IARI, New Delhi 
Rapporteur I 
Dr. Jayasree Loka, ICAR-CMFRI 

Rapporteur II  
Dr. Krishna Sukumaran, ICAR-CMFRI 

 Speaker Topics   Duration 

 Dr. P.K. Joshi 
 Former Director 
 South Asia International Food Policy Research 
 Institute 
 Email: pkj.in@outlook.com 

Keynote Lecture 
Demand for and Supply of Agri-food 
Commodities in India 

30 min 

 Dr. Sanjeev Gupta 
 ADG (OP), ICAR 

Invited Lecture Resource efficient and 
Environment friendly production of Pulses 

20 min 

 Prof. (Dr.) Ng. Iboyaima Singh 
 Dean, College of Food Technology 
 Central Agricultural University 
 Imphal 

Invited Lecture 
Impact of Climatic Changes on Food 
Safety and Nutrition 

20 min 

 Dr. Ashish Kumar Singh 
 Joint Director (Academic) & 
 Dean, ICAR-NDRI 
 Karnal 

Invited Lecture 
Dairy Foods: Catalytic Tool in Achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals 

20 min 

 Discussion 15 min 

 Co-Chairs’ Remarks 5 min 
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